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A letter from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
At Christ Church, we believe that every child has the right
to a secure, safe and happy childhood. We aim to play our part
in ensuring that every child has the best possible start in life,
and receives the love, encouragement, support and education
necessary for them to fulfil their potential.
We know that children’s early development and education
is strongest when there is a strong partnership between home
and school. Good parenting and high-quality early learning are
essential to making sure that children make the most of their
abilities and talents as they grow up. It’s not one or the other;
it has to be both!

So, with partnership in mind, I’d like to say a huge THANK YOU
for telling school staff whenever your child has achieved an
amazing learning milestone at home. THANK YOU for telling
school staff if you ever have any worries or concerns, or if
something is not working well and you want to make a
complaint. THANK YOU for telling staff
if your child comes to school with a
pre-existing injury, such as a bruise,
bump or mark.
Continuous, clear, respectful
communication between home
and school is the key to your child’s
happiness and safety.
Best wishes,

Rupert Kaye

What Reception children say
“I liked dressing up for World Book Day
as we were all cute. I was Hulk.”

“I like doing PE. I like
going on the apparatus
because I can balance
and climb.”

“I liked it when we went
into the planetarium [sic]
because it had loads of fish.”

“I love learning new letter
sounds like ‘oa’. ”

“I like learning subtraction
in my head.”

“I like getting stickers for
my chart, then getting
a certificate from
Mr Kaye in assembly.”

What Ofsted inspectors say
Ofsted is the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services
and Skills. Ofsted inspects and regulates services that care for
children and young people, and services providing education and
skills for learners of all ages.

Ofsted report, June 2017
“Parents are very positive about the time children spend
in Nursery and in the Reception classes and have great
confidence in the care their children receive.”
“The school’s work to engage parents is good.”
“Attainment is rising and governors have
high aspirations for pupils’ progress.”
“The teaching of writing is good in KS1 and KS2.”
“The children’s achievement is a reflection of the close analysis
of their progress and attention to their welfare.”
“Support programmes and progress for pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities are good.”
“The school’s commitment to keeping pupils safe is exemplary. The
headteacher leads by example and all staff are highly vigilant.”
“Bullying is very rare and any concerns are quickly
and effectively dealt with.”
“The behaviour of pupils is good. The school is orderly
and pupils are polite to adults and visitors.”
“Pupils’ SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural) development
is good and enhanced by the strong Christian ethos of the school.”
“The most able pupils from all backgrounds make good progress.”

What SIAMS inspectors say
SIAMS refers to the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist
Schools. All Anglican (Church of England) schools are inspected every
five years by a SIAMS inspector.

SIAMS report, April 2015
“The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Christ Church
First School as a Church of England school are outstanding.”
“The school maxim, ‘Children don’t care how much you know,
until they know how much you care’ is lived out.”
“The impact of collective worship on the
school community is outstanding.”

“The dedicated headteacher and active, well-informed
cohesive leadership team are eager to improve standards
and promote Christian values.”
“The effectiveness of the leadership and management
of the school as a church school is outstanding.”
“The school’s Christian ethos is demonstrated in the trust
the children have in their teachers and the faith that
the staff have in children’s abilities.”

“The school is excellent at providing for all its learners;
academically, socially and spiritually.”
“Groups of children are effectively supported through nurture
groups, parent support, academic intervention, grouping
and differentiation. As a result, children achieve their
best and make good progress.”
“In accordance with its Christian values, the school works
in harmony with parents and the local community; therefore,
learners, staff, governors and parents feel valued and
contribute to the school’s success.”

Your child’s day
Every day in our school, your child will experience carefully
planned adult-let activities, indoors and outdoors, following the
statutory Early Years curriculum.
Your child will also have opportunities to engage in child-initiated
play and our team of skilled Early Years staff will support your child
to work with others as a group, extend their thinking and language
skills and manage risk.
At Christ Church, we aim to nurture our children to become
independent, creative and confident learners who can rise to the
challenge of meeting all 17 Early Learning Goals by the end of their
Reception year. This includes reading, writing and mathematical
development.
Optional FREE Magic Breakfast Club
We serve a FREE healthy Magic Breakfast of bagels, cereals, milk
and juice each school day morning in the hall at 8.30am.
For any children not attending Magic Breakfast, our school gates
open at 8.45am. Please wait on the decking outside the Diamond
and Pearl Class doors until a member of staff lets children in. You
may bring your child into the cloakroom and classroom, and help
them, if needed, with their coat, lunchbox and book bag.
Snacks, gloop and playdough
Snack time is midway through the morning. We request a parental
contribution of £1 per week (“milk money”) to cover the cost of
baking, snacks and consumable resources such as gloop and
playdough.
Playtimes
Playtimes are mid-morning, after lunch and mid-afternoon.
Home time
At the end of the school day, please wait outside your child’s class
until 3.15pm. Once the class teacher sees you waiting, your child
will be sent out to you.

School uniform
Please make sure every item of your child’s clothing is named.
Things your child will need:
 A WARM WATERPROOF COAT IN WINTER
 BLACK LEATHER/VEGAN FAUX LEATHER SHOES – NO trainers,
boots, sandals, flip-flops, heels or platform soles
 NAVY BLUE JUMPER/CARDIGAN WITH SCHOOL LOGO – these
can be bought from the school office
 BLACK OR GREY SHORTS/TROUSERS/SKIRT/PINAFORE DRESS or
BLUE SCHOOL “SUMMER” DRESS
 SUN HAT – Summer Term (and other sunny days!)
 NAVY STRIPED SUMMER DRESS – Summer Term (optional)
 BOOK BAG – please ensure this is brought to school every day
 PE BAG containing PE KIT – preferably blue shorts and white or
pale blue T-shirt; black daps/plimsols (please ensure that the PE
kit is left at school on your child’s peg)
 WELLINGTON BOOTS – to be kept in school at all times (these are
vital, as we encourage children to access the outdoor learning
environment whatever the weather!)
 FULL CHANGE OF CLOTHES (kept in PE bag) – accidents happen,
and a full change of clean spare clothes (including underwear and
tights/socks) will come in handy from time to time
 MILK MONEY – £1 per week to be brought on a Monday please
Please remember ...
 NO toys or games from home
 NO sunglasses
 NO hoodies or sports tops
 NO coloured hair, tramlines or Mohican/Mohawk haircuts
 NO nail varnish, lipstick or other make-up
FREE uniform for Pupil Premium children
If your child is entitled to Pupil Premium support in school, you are
allowed one FREE jumper or cardigan AND one FREE PE kit each
academic year! (If you are unsure whether you are eligible for FREE
school uniform, please ask at the school office and our staff will help
you complete a short form. It’s easy!)

Frequently Asked Questions
What are the “Early Years”?
The Early Years cover the time in a child’s life from birth to age
five. At Christ Church, this covers both Nursery and the first year
at school (i.e. the Reception year group).
What are the “Characteristics of Learning”?
The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage
(published by the Department for Education in 2012) says there
are three Characteristics of Learning (COL):
 playing and exploring – children investigate and
experience things, and “have a go”;
 active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying
if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and
 creating and thinking critically – children have and
develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and
develop strategies for doing things.
What is “child-initiated learning”?
This is when a child starts to talk or play in a way that flows
naturally from their own curiosity, interest or enjoyment.
What is “adult-led learning”?
This is when a member of Early Years staff (or a parent/carer)
shows, tells or teaches a child something new … or helps them to
get better at something they can already do.
What is Phonics?
This is a method of teaching how to read and write that
emphasises the relationship between letters and sounds.
What is a Phonics workshop?
Each year we run events for parents where we explain and show
how we teach, and how children learn, Phonics (letters and
sounds), Reading and Writing at Christ Church.
What are “Early Learning Goals”?
Each of the 17 areas of the Early Years curriculum has an
Early Learning Goal, which is the standard that a child is expected
to achieve by the end of their Reception year in school.

Frequently Asked Questions – continued
How will staff track my child’s learning?
Your child will have their own “Learning Journal”, which will contain photographs and observations as evidence that your child is
“on track” to meet their Early Learning Goals. These are available
to view at any time and are shared with parents at parents’
evenings. We encourage parents and children to contribute to the
Learning Journals too.
As a parent, how do I prepare my child for
starting school?
Please attend the Starting School sessions we organise in the
summer before your child starts in Reception in September.
Please talk positively about starting school – make it sound as
though you (as parent) are excited about all the lovely things your
child will do. (If you have any worries or unanswered questions,
please don’t talk about these in front of your child. Contact school
and ask to speak with a member of staff. We’ll be happy to chat on
the phone or meet you in person here in school to set your mind
at rest.)
Please help your child learn to be independent in a few basic
things such as being able to dress/undress themselves (for PE
lessons) and use the toilet and wash their hands on their own.
We also recommend that you do things together. Get into good
routines such as reading to and with your child for five minutes
each day. Singing songs and sharing nursery rhymes together will
help your child to become a skilled reader. Have fun!
Will my child attend school assemblies?
Yes, once your child is in school full-time, they will begin to join
the rest of the school for collective worship times in the hall. This is
a chance for children of all ages to meet together to hear Bible
stories, sing songs and celebrate special times (e.g. Harvest,
Christmas, Easter, Children in Need Day, World Book Day) together.
Every Friday we present “Values Awards” to children who have
done especially well with their learning and/or behaviour.

We hope this booklet has
been helpful in giving you
a flavour of what makes
our school so warm,
welcoming and caring.
If you have any questions,
please contact the
school office on:
01373 463781

