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“Let your light shine brightly.”

(Matthew 5:16)

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Christ Church,
Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Christ Church is a Bah Humbug Free Zone. Staff have been wearing colourful
Yuletide jumpers. Children have been learning and practising Christmas songs.
Please join us at 2pm on Friday 17th December for a traditional Christmas service
of carols and Bible readings as we hear the story of the birth of Jesus.
Christmas diary dates
Friday 10th December … in loving memory of Mrs L’Esteve, we will be raising money for the
British Heart Foundation. Children should be in normal school uniform but are invited to bring in £1 and
wear something glittery or sparkly.
Monday 13th December, 7pm … there will be a prayer meeting at school. All parents, staff, governors and
friends of Christ Church are welcome. (Please note: this will be socially distanced and may be outdoors!)
Tuesday 14th December … our candle-lit Christingle service takes place. (Due to Covid restrictions, a lack
of space and fire safety considerations, this event is NOT open to parents/carers.)
Thursday 16th December … Christmas lunch for children will be served in school.
Thursday 16th December … Santa’s Grotto will be open!
Friday 17th December, 2pm … we finish the term with a traditional outdoor Christmas carol service.
(Everyone is invited. Please wrap up warm, wear a Christmassy hat and bring your best singing voice with you.)
Saturday 25th December … as we did in 2018, we are making our school hall available as a venue for
Frome’s Big Christmas Get-Together. People who would otherwise be home alone, will have a chance to
enjoy plenty of seasonal cheer and some great British hospitality.
Wednesday 5th January 2022 … children return to school!
Christmas colouring competition winners
This was not an easy competition to judge. The standard of colouring and creativity was exceptionally high
this year. But, after much deliberation, we are delighted to announce that this year’s winners are:
 Shardonai (Diamond Class)
 Henry (Amber Class)
 Dominika (Emerald Class)
 Rheuban (Pearl Class)
 Leon (Ruby Class)
 Emily (Emerald Class)
 Freya (Amber Class)
 Regan (Ruby Class)
 Evie (Topaz Class)
xxxxx
xxxxx
 Levi (Topaz Class)
Charity fundraising during the Autumn Term
This term we have raised hundreds of pounds for worthy causes. Together, we have also generated precious
extra funds for our school and nursery. A very special, very big THANK YOU goes out to the staff, parents,
pupils and donkeys (yes, really!) who made this year’s Christmas Fayre such a success.
 Ups and Downs odd socks day (21/10/21) … £66.85
 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal (1–12/11/21) … waiting for confirmation of total raised
 Children in Need (19/11/21) … £117.21
 Santa Boxes and Christ Church Christmas Fayre (3/12/21) … £1,187

Goodbye to Miss Bailey
Miss Ali Bailey (Pearl Class learning support assistant) will be leaving at the end of this term. Her final day
at Christ Church will be Friday 17th December 2021. If you would like to contribute towards a leaving gift,
please send your donation in a sealed envelope marked “Miss Bailey” to reach the school office by midday
on Tuesday 14th December.
REMINDER: school application deadlines
The deadline for applying for a middle school place is 15th January 2022.
The online portal for applications for children to start at Selwood or Oakfield in September 2022 is now
open. The online application form can be found at www.somerset.gov.uk/admissions. All applications
must be received by the 15th January 2022 deadline. However, at this stage there is no rush as applications
are not processed on a first come, first served basis. Please note: there is no automatic transfer from
a first school to a middle school. To find out more, visit the Somerset School Admissions Facebook page.
If a paper application form is required, please phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224.
The deadline for applying for a Reception place at Christ Church is 15th January 2022.
Parents and carers of children due to go to first school in September 2022 can apply now using the online
application form at www.somerset.gov.uk/admissions. If a paper application form is required, please
phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224.
REMINDER: Year 4 residential permission slips and deposits
Our summer 2022 Year 4 residential trip will provide children with an amazing opportunity to try new
activities, develop greater independence and grow in confidence. Together with Hooke Court staff, we will
meet the needs of all our children and it is our aim to take the whole year group as a celebration of their
time at Christ Church.

xx

xx

Hooke Court staff can’t wait to guide us through lots of exciting adventures and team-building activities!

xx

xx

We can offer this trip at £185.00 per child. This price includes transport (which will be partially subsidised by
us) to and from Hooke Court, all food and drink, accommodation and the use of Hooke Court’s fully qualified
instructors and activities.
If your child is in Year 4 and you have not already done so, please make sure the deposit and
permission slip reaches the school office by midday on Tuesday 14th December. Thank you.

Changing hearts to change the world
Windows, Mirrors, Doors
At Christ Church CofE First School we follow the approach to developing children’s spirituality
recommended by the Diocese of Bath and Wells. Called “Windows, Mirrors, Doors”, this methodology
aims to create space for children to wonder, meditate and respond.

“Windows of Wonder” help children to look out at the world and think carefully about what they see.
This includes noticing life’s “Wows” (things that are amazing) as well as acknowledging life’s “Ows” (painful
or unfair things that are worrying or upsetting). On the one hand, children may be awestruck by the sight
of a rainbow or a butterfly’s wings. On the other, they may be deeply moved by finding a dead squirrel in
the park or seeing a person rough sleeping in a doorway.
“Mirrors of Reflection” encourage children to look inward and reflect upon their thoughts, feelings and
experiences. Children are able to explore their own insights, attitudes and beliefs, and those of others. This
gives children a chance to meditate on the “big questions” about the purpose and meaning of life.
“Doors of Change” allow children to respond to the needs they see around them with hope and
aspiration. The aim is to nurture self-confidence and a spirit of agency so that all children believe they can
say or do something to help make things better. This, in turn, inspires courageous advocacy and social action.
Christian role models
Through the Autumn 2021 term we used the “Windows, Mirrors, Doors” approach to learn about Christian
role models who made a difference to other people’s lives. We discovered that each of these five
inspirational individuals were inspired by our supreme role model: Jesus Christ.

Having escaped from enslavement herself via the “underground railway”, Harriet Tubman courageously
returned time and time again to lead hundreds of people to freedom. Because of this, Harriet was nicknamed
“Black Moses”. After the American Civil War, she was active in the women’s suffrage movement
(campaigning for women to have the right to vote in elections) and worked alongside Susan B. Anthony.
To this day, Harriet is a powerful symbol of courage and freedom.

In response, we wrote this prayer:
Dear God,
Thank you for Harriet Tubman.
Thank you that she freed people from slavery.
Thank you that she showed courage.
Help us to be brave like Harriet.
Help us to be a good role model and show people how to make good choices all the time.
Amen.
We learned that Corrie ten Boom was a leader in the Dutch resistance movement. She was brave and
helped hundreds of Jewish people to escape from German soldiers in World War II. We also discovered
that, even though Corrie told others to forgive their enemies, she needed God’s help to forgive a former
SS soldier who had guarded her in the concentration camp. We reflected on Corrie’s words:
“Forgiveness is the key that unlocks the door of resentment and the handcuffs of hatred.
It is a power that breaks the chains of bitterness and the shackles of selfishness.”
We learned that Saint Patrick helped to bring peace to the island of Ireland. He challenged injustice and
told everyone to live well together. He said people should love one another and be kind. In response, we
wrote this prayer:
Dear God,
Thank you for Saint Patrick.
Thank you that he told people in Ireland about God.
Help us to challenge injustice like Patrick.
Help us to be a good role model and show people how to be fair and kind all the time.
Amen.
We learned that Catherine Booth was sad because many old people were lonely and did not have enough
money to buy food. She was angry because the people who grew and harvested the sugar she loved, were
treated like slaves and had no freedom. We learned about the fabulous work of the Salvation Army around
the world today and reflected on Catherine’s words:
“You are not here in the world for yourself.
You have been sent here for others.
The world is waiting for you!”
We learned that Sir Ghillean Prance is a renowned botanist and a committed Christian. We learned that
he believes God loves the world. Ghillean says humans should respect plants and animals, and care for their
natural habitats. In response, we wrote this prayer:
Dear God,
Thank you for Ghillean Prance.
Thank you that he cares about the environment.
Thank you that he talks about climate change.
Help us to make good choices to reduce pollution, reduce waste and reduce CO2 emissions
as we care for the planet we share with plants and animals.
Amen.
It is the sincere hope of Christ Church staff and governors that, in response to learning about these five
Christian role models, every child at school will grow in character and confidence. Our ambition is for all
children to feel inspired and empowered to play their part in helping to make the world a better place.
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JOB VACANCY: EXPERIENCED TEACHING ASSISTANT
Working 27 hours and 30 minutes per week, 8.45am – 3.15pm
Term Time Only (38 weeks) – Initially Fixed Term
Grade 15, Points 3–4 (£9.6212 – £9.8134 hourly) – Actual Salary £11,616 – £11,844 p.a.
Required ASAP
We are looking to appoint an experienced teaching assistant to work within our school. The
successful applicant will carry out a variety of tasks to help children make extra progress in
their learning across different subject areas and support the class teacher in class
management.
As a valued member of staff, you will work with groups or individuals carrying out important
“keep up” or “catch up” interventions. You will play an important part in making sure every
child becomes a confident, fluent reader.
We are looking for a kind, caring, enthusiastic member of staff who understands children and
how they learn. The ideal candidate will be able to work successfully as part of a team, showing
both initiative and the ability to follow direction.
Application by letter and completion of a Somerset County Council application form, which
can be obtained from the school website www.christchurchschoolfrome.org.uk, where you
will also find the Person Specification and Job Description.
Visits to the school are welcome.
For this Post:
See the school website, or contact the school office for details.
Closing date for applications: 3rd January 2022
Interviews: TBC

