“Let your light shine brightly.”

(Matthew 5:16)
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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Christ Church,
Head lice

We ask that every boy and girl is checked and treated for head lice at
least every other day – from Saturday 26th June to Sunday 4th July.
Together, we can blitz the bugs and stop them circulating. This should
mean every child will be free from itchy head lice by American
Independence Day.
A warm welcome for Miss Baker, Mrs Gibb and Mrs Haberfield
We are delighted to announce that three new Diamond Class Learning
Support Assistants have been appointed. Miss Bianca Baker and Mrs Carlia
Gibb start work on Monday 28th June. Mrs Trudi Haberfield will join
us on Monday 19th July. We very much look forward to welcoming them
into our Christ Church school family.
PTFA news
Have you entered The Big PTA Summer Raffle yet?
Each £3 ticket will be entered into 12 prize draws.
£5,000 is the top prize! Wow!
50% of the ticket price helps raise vital funds for our school.
Go to https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/christ-church-cofe-first-school-ba11
Congratulations to Lisa Jefferies (Eddie
Robinson’s Mum) for winning our
chocolate hamper raffle prize
earlier in June 2021.
PTFA Trustees needed. Please see
page 4 of this Newsletter to find out
how you can become involved.

Help us to keep
your child(ren)
sun safe at school.

Please put SUN CREAM (ideally, SPF 30+
with 5-star UVA protection) on arms, legs,
necks and faces before school starts.

And remember to
send in a SUN HAT.
Thank you.

Christ Church receives feedback from Ofsted
An inspector called
On 12 May 2021 Christ Church was visited by Julie Carrington, Her Majesty’s Inspector
(HMI), on behalf of Ofsted. This “monitoring inspection” was designed to find out what
improvements have been made since our full Ofsted inspection on 8–9 October 2019.
Strengths of our school and nursery
Ofsted concluded that Christ Church’s governing body and senior leadership team have
acted strategically to improve the school since the 2019 Ofsted inspection judgement.
Here are a few highlights from the 3-page report, now available on the school website:

“Leaders’ strategic plans set out how they intend to
improve the quality of education.”
xx

“Leaders work to improve teachers’ subject knowledge in
mathematics is proving effective. As a result, teachers’ plans
are increasingly well organised and cover the essential
knowledge pupils need to learn, particularly in Years 3 and 4.”
xx

“Subject leaders’ plans outline what they need to do to
improve each curriculum subject. They are showing a strong
commitment to this work. As a result, this work is building
momentum. For example, in science there is now a
clear plan of what will be taught and when.”
xx

“In Nursery there is a precise focus on developing
children’s early language and speaking skills.
Staff skilfully extend children’s talk and vocabulary.
These children are learning the curriculum well.”
xx

“Leaders have an acute focus on identifying and supporting
pupils and families who need help. Leaders and staff work
closely with external agencies to support pupils’ social, emotional
and mental health needs well. Staff are very attentive to
these aspects of the pastoral needs of all pupils.”
Julie Carrington HMI said these are the three things we need to work on next:
1. Ensure the teaching of Phonics improves so that all pupils learn the essential
phonic knowledge they need to read well and spell words accurately.
2. Ensure Reception children and Year 1 pupils have a curriculum that meets their
needs and prepares them for their next stage of education.
3. Ensure pupils’ behaviour in lessons improves, so that pupils learn equally well
in all classes.

Our school vision statement:
We want Christ Church to be a shining example of Jesus’ love and kindness.
We are an inclusive Christian learning community where everyone is
welcome and valued, and all are inspired to be the best they can be.
We want all children to thrive and flourish in every way, developing a love of
learning, discovering their unique strengths and talents, and growing in
character and confidence so that their light shines brightly for all to see.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Reading! Reading! Reading!
Our priority for children’s learning here at Christ
Church is to make sure that all children:
 develop a love of sharing books
 develop a love of hearing stories
 develop a love of reading.
Reading is the key that unlocks every other subject.
Reading lets children find things out for themselves.
Reading is a passport to explore the wider world.

After nourishment, shelter
and companionship,
stories are the thing we
need most in the world.
Phillip Pullman, author

The benefits of reading go beyond the opportunities offered by being well-read with a good command of
English. Reading great literature opens children up to ideas, experiences, places and times they might never
otherwise experience in real life. Reading for pleasure gives opportunities to learn about a multitude of things
that cannot be covered by a school curriculum.

The only thing you
absolutely have to know is
the location of the library.
Albert Einstein, scientist

Over the coming weeks, we will be trying new ways to
encourage every child to read more and to read more
often … at school … at home … at weekends … during
holidays.
Please see page 5 of this Newsletter to find out about
this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Find out
what children need to do to get a certificate or a medal.

And finally …
Even though the UK Government has delayed the final phase of “unlocking” the country, I am pleased to
confirm that we are now allowing Emerald and Topaz Classes to play outside at lunchtime at the same time.
This means our Year 3 and Year 4 pupils are – at long last – allowed to play alongside their friends in the
other Key Stage 2 class.
Please note: all other COVID-safety measures (class bubbles, staggered start and finish times, regular
handwashing, lots of ventilation, parents not allowed onto the school premises) remain in place.

Rupert Kaye
Headteacher
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OUR SCHOOL PTFA NEEDS YOU!
With school budgets becoming tighter each year, Parent, Teacher and Friend Associations
(PTFAs) are becoming increasingly important to allow schools and children to have the “little
extras”, the “wow factor” and even, on occasions, the essentials for the school to run.
As the charitable arm of Christ Church First School, the PTFA already raises funds for many
aspects of life at Christ Church.
Over the last year, our PTFA has helped raise funds to pay for:
 outdoor play equipment
 classroom furniture
 Mothering Sunday gifts
 Easter gifts
 Christmas gifts
 food parcels
 school trips

WE NEED TRUSTEES AND A SECRETARY
And now, we need your help. We already have a great pool of volunteers, but we also need
some extra support in keeping the PTFA running smoothly. So we are now looking for trustees
and a secretary.
If you want to be involved and have some time to dedicate to helping Christ Church’s PTFA
to help our school and nursery thrive, please get in touch. The PTFA aims to meet a minimum
of once each half-term.
If you are interested in becoming a trustee or secretary, please send us your name and tell us
how you would like to be involved.
Email us at: christchurchfromeptfa@gmail.com
Alternatively, message us on Facebook: Christ Church First School and Nursery PTFA
Thank you!

Summer Reading Challenge 2021
Liz MacNeil-Stone (Library Officer, Somerset Library Services) writes:
Welcome to this year’s Summer Reading Challenge!
The theme is Wild World Heroes and focuses on the environment. It is a
collaboration between the Reading Agency and the WWF (World Wildlife Fund).
As our libraries are open, we hope to be welcoming throngs of Somerset children
in to choose books, collect stickers and fill out their Wild World Heroes map.
There are participation certificates for each child who takes part and medals
for those children who read at least six books over the summer.
COVID permitting, we will be running activity sessions at Frome Library and in
the space outside. The Wild World Heroes, Summer Reading Challenge 2021
website has lots of information and activities too:
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro

