“Let your light shine brightly.”

(Matthew 5:16)
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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Christ Church,
Happy New Year!
Welcome to 2021.
Thank you so much!
Thank you for all our Christmas cards and presents. Our staff have greatly
enjoyed the chocolates, biscuits, bottled drinks and other gifts!
Two new teachers will be joining us this term
We offer a very warm welcome to our new Diamond Class teacher, Miss Olivia Pope. Miss Pope, who
is from Bath and has taught in schools in Bristol and Birmingham, starts work on Monday 11th January.
Also joining the Christ Church staff team is Mrs Mandy Edwards. From 2nd February onwards, Miss Edwards
will be teaching every Tuesday in Topaz Class.
Our No.1 priority is to keep all children and adults as safe as we can
On Monday 4th January (our Inset Day, when school was closed to pupils), we made the decision not to
reopen the school to all children at the start of term. Instead, having considered the fact that Frome is now
in Tier 4 – and in the light of new strains of COVID, increasing numbers of cases in Mendip and rising hospital
admissions locally – we decided to open only for vulnerable children and the children of key workers.
As you now know, all other
children are required to learn
at home. (Our staff will keep
in touch with families to help
support home learning.)
By 11.30am on 4th January, Christ Church’s office staff were emailing out letters to Christ Church parents
and carers to inform everyone of our decision. The letter said: “This arrangement will continue until there is
a consensus between expert scientific opinions offered by SAGE, the UK Government and education unions
that it is safe to reopen the school fully to all pupils. … Our priority throughout this pandemic has always
been to keep all children and adults as safe as we can. That is why we are making these changes.”
Then, at 8pm on 4th January, the UK Prime Minister announced that all primary and secondary schools would
be closing except for vulnerable children and the children of key workers.

I’m not saying that where Christ Church leads, Boris Johnson follows. I am saying
that it was a huge relief to hear that the UK Government came to the same decision
as Christ Church’s governors, leaders and staff – albeit a little later in the day!
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate you all for responding so positively and supportively to the
new situation. Together, we have demonstrated again that we are able to work together for the safety of our
pupils (and their families), our staff (and their families) and Frome. By taking this action, you have made a huge
difference. In fact, you have literally helped save lives and relieved pressure on our brilliant NHS. Thank you!

Collective Worship themes for the term
This term, we will be learning about important Christian seasons and celebrations in the Church calendar
(Epiphany, Candlemas, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunday) and the seven special “I am” sayings of Jesus.
Key concept: Jesus is important

Focus (Bible reference)

1 4/1/21
2 11/1/21
3 18/1/21
4 25/1/21

Epiphany (6/1/21)

Three wise men arrive to see Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12)

“I am the bread of life.”

John 6:35

“I am the gate for the sheep.”

John 10:7 and 9

“I am the good shepherd.”

John 10:11

5

1/2/21

“I am the light of the world.”
Candlemas (2/2/21)

John 8:12

8/2/21

“I am the resurrection and the life.”
Shrove Tuesday (16/2/21)
Ash Wednesday (17/2/21)

John 11:25
Last day before Lent begins
First day of Lent

Wk

6

w/b

Spring Half-Term Holiday

7
8
9
10

22/2/21 “I am the way, the truth and the life.”

John 14:6

1/3/21 “I am the true vine.”

John 15:1 and 5

8/3/21 Mothering Sunday (14/3/21)
15/3/21 Easter 1: Palm Sunday (28/3/21)

Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21: 7–11)

11 22/3/21

Easter 2: Maundy Thursday (1/4/21)

Last Supper and washing feet (John 13:4–5)
Betrayal (Matthew 26:14–15, 22–24, 47–50)

12 29/3/21

Easter 3: Good Friday (2/4/21)
Easter 4: Easter Sunday (4/4/21)

Crucifixion (Luke 23:32–33, 42–43)
Resurrection (John 20:1–29)

Collective Worship this week
This week we learned about Epiphany – a time when Christians celebrate the time the wise men arrived to
see Jesus and give their special gifts to him.
This is what it says in the Bible:

In school, we have talked about the tradition of “chalking of the door” and each class has put a poster
above their door to mark the start of 2021.
This poster is included in the Newsletter. You may like to print it out and put it up at home. (If you do,
please send in a photo that we could include in next week’s Newsletter. Thank you!)

Christ Church remembers a glittering teacher
The sudden and untimely death of a beloved and respected teacher united our
school community in grief last Christmas.
As you now know, Mrs L’Esteve, who taught Diamond Class (a combined
Reception–Year 1 class) at Christ Church, died on Wednesday 16th December
2020 as she was driving through Bath city centre. S-J (as she was affectionately
known by her colleagues) was 48 years old. She leaves a son, Oscar, aged 13.
Since the tragic news broke, dozens of floral tributes and messages of
condolence have flowed into the school from families and former pupils and
staff.
Mr John Price, Chair of Governors, said: “Mrs L’Esteve began work at Christ Church in September 2008. Over
the following 12 years, she taught hundreds of Frome children. Some of her former pupils are now the uncles,
aunties and parents of children in her precious Diamond Class. Her tragic death will be felt by the whole
community. Mrs L’Esteve will be greatly missed.”
Mr Kaye, Christ Church Headteacher, added: “Our hearts go out
to Mrs L’Esteve’s family at this time. We feel that Christ Church is
part of her family and Mrs L’Esteve’s family are part of Christ
Church. The world has lost a much-loved daughter and mother.
Christ Church will grieve the loss of a passionate teacher; a gifted
early years practitioner; an enthusiastic Science Subject Leader;
a colleague and a friend.”
On the morning of Thursday 17th December, Mr Kaye spoke to each class in school in turn. He lit three candles
and talked to the children about how candles are for times of celebration – on a birthday cake or a Christingle
orange – and for times of sad remembering. Mr Kaye told the children that Mrs L’Esteve had died and would
not be coming back to school. Then each class was encouraged to talk about their happy memories of Mrs
L’Esteve.
One Christ Church pupil said: “I love Mrs L’Esteve and will miss her.
She was sweet and kind and funny. Her Phonics lessons were the
best!” Other children remembered her love of glitter; her cheerful
Phonics songs and memorable “ditties”; and her love of science and
technology. Staff remembered her impeccable taste in shoes and her
preference for listening to George Michael as she marked work or
planned the next day’s lesson.
Mr Kaye said: “All of our staff and governors are thankful for the support we have received from the Somerset
Educational Psychology Service. We have also received kind messages of prayer and encouragement from our
friends at Christ Church parish church, the Diocese of Bath and Wells, other schools in Frome, Fair Frome and
the wider community.”
Mrs L’Esteve’s family would like to thank everyone for their flowers, condolences and prayers. A big thank you
also goes out to everyone who has contributed to the funeral and memorial expenses via the Go Fund Me
website. At the time of writing, 118 donations totalling £1,714 have been received. (If you would like to
donate, you will find a link to this on the school homepage.)
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